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Abstract

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and may peace and blessings be
upon the best of Allah’s creation, and upon his pure family and righteous
companions, who serve as witnesses for the ummah in matters of religion.

Whoever examines the science of al-Jarh wa al-Tadil (criticism and
accreditation of narrators) finds it to be among the most intricate branches of the
Islamic sciences. It requires mastery of the names, reports, characteristics, teachers,
and students of narrators, as well as awareness of the statements of both early and
later scholars concerning them—alongside keen discernment and vigilance. The
authentication or weakening of narrators must not be influenced by personal
inclination; rather, it is governed by well-established principles. A judgment of
criticism or accreditation is only valid if it adheres to these principles; otherwise, it
is disregarded.

Through my study, | found that the leading scholars of biography and narrator
evaluation relied on the judgments of Shaykh Muhammad bin Masud al-Misisi
regarding narrators, even though he was neither known for authoring a dedicated
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work nor renowned for competing with specialists in this field. This indicates that
his assessments were deemed credible and authoritative. Remarkably, the rulings
attributed to him in the biographical sources were, for the most part, in accrediting
narrators rather than criticizing them, and they consistently aligned with the
judgments of other scholars. This reveals both his precision and reliability, as well
as the consistency of his terminology with that of the later authorities. It is upon

this point that | sought to shed light in this study.
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