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Irag possesses large reserves of associated
natural gas extracted alongside crude oil; however,
its utilization still faces significant challenges, the
most prominent of which is the waste resulting
from field flaring. This is due to weak infrastructure
and delays in the implementation of gas collection
and processing projects. This research aims to
study the reality of investment and development of
associated natural gas in lIrag, highlighting the
volume of daily waste, the role of national and
foreign companies in investment projects, and the
impact on the national economy and the energy
sector.

The research adopts a descriptive analytical
methodology, based on official data and reports
issued by the Ministry of Oil and companies such
as the South Gas Company, Basrah Gas
Company, and other joint ventures with
international companies like Shell and Mitsubishi.
The study covers the most affected oil fields with
high gas flaring rates, such as the Rumaila and
Zubair fields, and analyzes the causes of this
situation from technical, administrative, and
legislative perspectives.

The findings indicate that more than half of the
associated gas is burned daily, representing a
significant economic and environmental loss,
despite Irag’s technical and human capabilities that
qualify it for full investment in this resource.
Moreover, partnerships  with international
companies have yet to achieve their intended
goals due to delays in implementation and the
multiplicity of authorities involved in decision-
making.

The research recommends accelerating the
implementation of associated gas collection and
processing  projects, activating institutional
governance, and providing an attractive investment
environment to ensure the reduction of waste and
achieve the optimal benefit from this strategic
resource.
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