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Libya's Position on the Polisario Front (1972-2011): A Historical
Study
L. Dr. Sabah Algam Musa
Al-Muthanna University / College of Physical Education and Sports
Sciences
Summary:
The Polisario Front was founded in May 1973, and began military
action ten days after its founding, prompting the Spanish to announce
the following year their intention to organize a referendum on self-
determination in the Sahara. In this context, the Spanish government
concluded the Madrid Agreement with Morocco and Mauritania, by
which it relinquished the administration of the Sahara to the two
countries. Our study revealed Gaddafi’s position towards the Polisario
Front. His political and military support for the Front, considering
himself its main founder.
The study addressed the Polisario Front, which was largely influenced
by the Arab fronts that preceded it, and shared many of the motivating
factors that stemmed mostly from the suffering of the peoples of these
countries due to the poor and corrupt political systems of their ruling
regimes.
The study showed that, as a result of the absence of experienced
Institutional state structures with established traditions, the Front
entered a critical situation after the fall of the regime, as many
security, political, economic and social challenges emerged that

prevented it from continuing on its path.
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Towards its goals, which embody the people's aspirations for

freedom, justice, security, and the establishment of a state of law and

institutions, it has at the same time pushed it to deviate from its path

and turn into a civil war .

Keywords: Libya, Polisario Front
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