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Summary:

Legal certainty is a fundamental concept that has garnered
significant attention in modern legal scholarship and judicial practice, given
its role as a safeguard for the stability of legal relations and the protection of
acquired rights. This paper explores the meaning of legal certainty, offering
a definition from linguistic, jurisprudential, and judicial perspectives, and
examines its essential foundations and legal nature.

Initially, the research clarifies the linguistic dimension of legal
certainty, which denotes safety, stability, and freedom from uncertainty or
disruption. In legal doctrine, it is commonly defined as a state of confidence
and predictability regarding the stability of legal rules and the foreseeability
of their consequences, thereby ensuring the protection of rights and legal
positions against arbitrary interference. In case law, |ega| certainty has been
affirmed as a principle that restricts retroactive legislation and requires the
authorities to enact and apply legal rules with clarity and transparency.

The paper then addresses the core pillars of legal certainty,
including the clarity and accessibility of legal norms, their relative stability,

and their effective and consistent enforcement. Furthermore, the respect for
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acquired rights and the protection of legitimate expectations are regarded as
key components of this principle.

Finally, the paper discusses the legal nature of legal certainty,
considering whether it should be classified as a legal principle or a legal rule.
The research concludes that legal certainty functions as a constitutional
principle in some jurisdictions, while in others it operates as an implicit yet
firmly established legal rule developed through judicial decisions and
scholarly consensus. This flexible character allows legal certainty to guide
the actions of the legislature, the administration, and the judiciary alike.

In sum, the entrenchment of legal certainty—whether as a guiding
principle or binding rule—aims to balance the imperative of legislative
development with the requirements of legal stability, thereby upholding
public confidence in the rule of law and ensuring the effective protection of

fundamental rights and freedoms.



