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The Discourse of the Karbala Tragedy: An Ethos-Based
Analysis

Dr. Maitham Saddam Shati

Department of Arabic Language, College of Basic Education:
Al-Mustansiriyah University, Baghdad, Iraqg.

Abstract

This study sought to explore the impact of ethos in the discourse
of the Battle of Karbala, given its significant influence on the
audience. It reveals how the speaker employed different forms of
discourse depending on the nature of the audience—whether the
audience was supportive of the speaker, opposed to him, well-
acquainted with him and his influential ethos, or unfamiliar with
his ethos prior to the speech, in which case he constructed his
ethos during the discourse. Prior to this, ethos and its rhetorical
effect were defined, and its types were outlined—most notably,
discursive ethos and pre-discursive ethos. The study also
examined Aristotle’s definition of ethos, concluding that he
addressed both discursive and pre-discursive ethos.
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