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Architecture in the Prophetic Era: Mecca and Medina as Case Studies

Dr. Sufian Abdul Rahim Eid Al-Malhami
College of Education for Human Sciences

University of Anbar

emall sufian88raheem@uoanbar.edu.iq

Keywords: Architecture.Markets . Health Facilities
Summary:

This research explores architecture in the Noble Prophetic Era, delving into
its linguistic and terminological dimensions. It then highlights its religious and civil
manifestations in Madinah during that foundational period of Islam.

The study begins by defining architecture linguistically and terminologically.
Linguistically, it signifies the opposite of ruin and refers to the act of building that
makes a place habitable. Terminologically, it extends beyond mere structures to
encompass the construction of buildings according to aesthetic, engineering, and
numerical principles, underscoring that architecture is not just about physical forms
but also reflects the values and aspirations of a society.

Religious Architecture

The first section, Religious Architecture, addresses the scarcity of
architectural documentation in historical sources that primarily focused on the
Prophet's biography. Nevertheless, the research emphasizes the importance of
mosque construction, such as Quba Mosque, the first mosque built in Islam and
founded on piety, and AI—Khayf Mosque, with its unique location where the Prophet
and previous prophets prayed. It also focuses on the Prophet's Mosque as the center
of Islam, detailing its construction and site selection. The study also examines the

development of minarets, which were not originally an integral part of the Prophet's
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Mosque design, and their functional role in conveying the call to prayer (Adhan).
Finally, it sheds light on Muslim cemeteries like Al-Baqi' and Uhud Martyrs'
Cemetery, which were designated burial places by prophetic command.

Civil Architecture

The research then transitions to Civil Architecture, highlighting the role of markets
as crucial economic centers after the mosque, and how the Prophet (peace be upon
him) was keen on their regulation and the control of transactions within them. The
study also discusses the role of essential services (hospitality), explaining how the
homes of the Companions and the Prophet (peace be upon him) were used to host
delegations and guests, reflecting the values of social solidarity. This section
concludes by discussing natural water sources such as springs and wells and their
vital importance in Madinah, and how they were reclaimed and managed to meet
the community's needs.

Environment and Public Health

The final section, Environment and Public Health, highlights the Prophet's (peace be
upon him) concern for healthcare and preventive practices. The research reviews
the role of healthcare institutions like tents for treating the wounded and the role of
female Companions in nursing, as well as the encouragement to consult doctors
and learn medicine. It also refers to Prophetic medicine practices in prevention and
treatment. The study further discusses the regulation of animal slaughtering places
and abattoirs, emphasizing the Sharia conditions for slaughter. It concludes by
discussing the importance of public cleanliness and waste disposal sites, citing Bi'r
Buda'ah as an example of allocating specific places for waste to preserve
community health and environment.

Overall, the research affirms that architecture in the Prophetic Era was not merely

about construction but was an embodiment of Islamic principles in organizing
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society, ensuring its health, and providing for its needs, demonstrating an advanced

and comprehensive urban consciousness.



