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Abstract

After the Iraqi people liberated themselves from the dominance of
authoritarian regimes, political elites were able to reach consensual solutions to
define new features for the nature of the political system and the exercise of
power within it, guaranteeing Iraq's unity and the integrity of its independence
and sovereignty. Therefore, attention turned to the decentralization system to
mitigate the severity of central administration, as it is the most common means
of determining an appropriate constitutional framework for the system of
government in Iragq. The 2005 Constitution of the Republic of Iraq and
subsequent laws adopted the decentralization system as a national solution
guaranteeing the rights of nationalities and minorities, and the Kurdistan
Region was considered an existing region upon the entry into force of the
constitution. Provinces not organized within a region were also granted broad
powers and a significant degree of self-administration under Law No. 21 of
2008 on Governorates Not Organized within a Region. The elected provincial
councils were granted broad administrative and financial powers to manage
their local affairs.
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