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Contributions of translators from the People of the Covenant in the First

Abbasid Era (132-247 AH / 750-862 AD)
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Keywords: People of the Covenant, scholars, transmission and translation.
Summary:

The first Abbasid era (132-232 AH / 750 AD-847 AD) is considered one of
the flourishing eras for the development of Arab thought; due to the transfer of
sciences from different languages to the Arabic language; This is due to the great
need of Muslims in this era to open up to the heritage of developed nations, as a
result of the interest of the Abbasid caliphs in translating important aspects of what
they needed in political and social affairs, especially in the fields of: medicine,
astronomy, stars, mathematics, philosophy, knowledge and other sciences. The
matter was not limited to the encouragement of the caliphs only, as the interest was
general and comprehensive among the classes of Iraqi society in Baghdad, Basra,
Kufa and all parts of the Islamic state, which instilled and spread the spirit of

coexistence and religious tolerance between Muslims and the People of the
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Covenant. The scholars of the People of the Covenant, namely the Jews, Christians,
Sabians, and Magians, excelled in various purely scientific and human sciences as
they were the owners of civilizational legacies, and translation became a revolution
of great impact on various levels and cultural, literary, scientific and other levels, and
formed a bridge for communication with different cultures and multiple civilizations.
In this research, we extracted: the term “People of the Covenant” and the sects of
People of the Covenant who contributed to the development of scientific life, in
addition to translating the People of the Covenant during the era of Al-Ma’'mun
(methods and names of the most important scholars who contributed to the process

of transmission and translation).



