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The Fatimids were the pride of the People of the Covenant in the Levant
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Summary:

The Fatimids, with the exception of the dhimmis, established a state of
religious tolerance. Despite the dominance of a portion of the Syrian side over the
Jews, the Fatimids emerged as the most prominent among the dhimmis in various
high-ranking positions, such as ministers, scribes, and bureaucrats. This helped them
socially and economically. The reign of Caliph al-Aziz Billah demonstrates this
tolerance for the dhimmi people, as it highlighted the rise of Ibrahim ibn al-Yahud al-
Qazzazi, a native of Syria, and the Christian writer Isa ibn Sutur. Isa enjoyed a special
status, having been appointed the first mediator for the dhimmis in 384 AH/994 AD,
especially the Christians. This may be related to the caliph's wife being Christian. The
reign of Caliph al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah was marked by tension in the settlement of
the dhimmis, partly due to a figure like Mansur ibn Abdun, who demonstrated
effective administrative and financial leadership and exercised strictness. This was a
result of their growth and dominance. On the centers that excited them with great
wealth compared to Muslims, in the late fifth century AH / eleventh century the
Crusader campaigns began on the Holy Jerusalem, and some people disagreed with
the People of the Covenant, so they took certain measures against the Christians to
prevent their cooperation with the Crusaders, and through the above it becomes
clear to us that the Fatimids’ progress over the People of the Covenant in the Levant
was two times: First, the stage of tolerance before the arrival of the Crusaders, and
second: the stage of being affected by the conflict, it is possible to achieve

coexistence with society, which was the main goal of the Fatimid state.
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