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Abstract:-

The current research aims to identify the level of metacognitive
thinking among students in private higher education. The researcher
conducted the study on a purposive sample consisting of third-stage students
from the College of Pharmacy (Department of Pharmacy) and the College of
Education (Department of English) at Al-Farahidi University. A research
tool (Metacognitive Thinking Scale) was developed to assess the targeted
thinking level among the study sample. The necessary statistical analyses
were conducted using hypothetical means and t-tests. The results indicated
statistically significant differences in favor of the hypothetical mean for
students of both colleges, suggesting that the level of metacognitive thinking
among the students was below the desired level. To examine whether there
were statistically significant differences attributable to the specialization
variable (scientific vs. humanities), the researcher conducted an independent
samples t-test. The results showed no statistically significant differences
between students of the two colleges, indicating a similar level of thinking
regardless of specialization. The researcher attributed the weakness in
metacognitive thinking among the sample to several factors, most notably:
reliance on traditional teaching methods, limited direct training on higher-
order thinking skills for both instructors and students, and a lack of diversity
in assessment methods. Based on the results and conclusions, the researcher
recommended the integration of metacognitive thinking skills into
university curricula, training teaching staff on thinking strategies, and
activating programs to develop students' thinking skills.

Keywords: Thinking, Metacognition, Private University Education>
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