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Means of transfer of power in the Mamluk state
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Summary:

The Mamluk state was characterized by multiple transfers of power . The
Mamluk sultan ruled the country by force , and this force sometimes attempted to
assume a facade of legitimacy. In reality , the issues of legitimacy was one of the
issues that troubled the Mamluk state, especially at the beginning of their rule . this
was due , firstly, to their full awareness that they were usurping power from their
Ayyubid masters . Socondly, the variables and contradications inherent in their rule
made the issue of conferring legitimacy on their rule a pressing matter .

Many jurists, most notably al-Mawardi ( d.450 AH ) and Abu Ya'la al-Hanbali (
d.458 AH) , have outlined the methods and means by which authority is vested in
independent states. Al-Mawaedi believes that the legitimacy of a state depends on
two conditions : the emirate of delegation (istikfa),i.e., obtaining a mandate to rule
from the caliph ; and the emirate of forced conquest , which preserves Islamic laws
and safeguards religious rulings. This means that the emir or sultan becomes the
administrator of political affairs, while the caliph becom In reality, the Mamluk state
resorted to using both conditions, depending on its political circumstances and to
serve its interests. At the beginning of its rule, it resorted to the condition or emirate
of conquest, especially during the reign of Sultan Sayf al-Din Qutuz At other times, it

resorted to the emirate or condition of istikfa' or delegation, especially during the
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reign of al-Zahir Yabars and after the revival of the Abbasid Caliphate in Cairo, albeit
in a formal form.

A key characteristic of the Mamluk era was its bloodshed and frequent military
coups, which ended in victory. The reigns of its sultans were marked by deposition
or murder, despite the adoption of the principle of succession by some sultans,
However, this did not prevent them from being deposed, killed, or exiled. In general,
by examining the history of the Mamluk state, the reader discovers that there were
two principles that governed the process of transferring power in this state. The first
is "sterile kingship." Since a prince was the son of a sultan and had a covenant
of authority from his father, he could not become a sultan. The other principle, the
most prevalent in the Mamluk state, is "rule belongs to whoever wins”

This system had serious political repercussions for the security and stability of the

Mamluk state .



