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Abstract:
The research seeks to study the health and social conditions of women
in Iraq and the degree of their empowerment in society in the year Y- Y\ A.D.
The research idea stems from the importance of this segment of the
population, as women represent half of society and play their role as mothers
in raising the other half. Issues related to women have become modern topics
of interest to geography, especially after the United Nations adopted the
Women's Empowerment Strategy in the Y4A-.s. This prompted countries to pay
attention to these issues when formulating state policy and making it one of
the most important development goals that contribute to the progress of their
countries. Basing on the research idea, a hypothesis was built regarding the
existence of a disparity in women's health and social conditions and their
empowerment in Irag in the year Y-Y\ A.D. The research came out with
results, the most prominent of which was the disparity in women's health
conditions, in the form of their distribution among the governorates in general,
as the highest percentage of chronic diseases was represented in the
governorates of (Basra and Dohuk). As for cancerous diseases, the
governorates of (Erbil, Baghdad, and Najaf) topped the rest of the
governorates in their percentage of cancerous diseases for women, while
(Kirkuk) Governorate had the lowest percentage in both types of diseases. The
results also showed a clear decrease in both marital fertility rates in (Baghdad)
Governorate, may be due to the social awareness of the population in the
capitals of countries and their acceptance of the idea of birth control more
than others. In addition, the percentage of women who reported that there
was no discrimination in their families exceeded (1-7X), in a number of
governorates, while this percentage decreased of (¢ - %), in other governorates.
The research also showed that males outnumbered females in their
percentages of those who enrolled in education, whether they completed their
studies or dropped out. It was found that Erbil Governorate advanced over the
rest of the governorates by a percentage exceeding (1-%), in women's
participation in family decisions. The percentage of women currently working
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and willing to work if available throughout Iraq decreased, and women's
participation in the political sphere fluctuated significantly.
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