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The Narrative in Poetic Evidence in the Works of Qays ibn
al-Dharth and Qays ibn al-Mulawwah: A Study of the
Opinions of Classical Critics

Dr. Zubaida Ghanem Obaid Al-Abbasi

Summary:

This study explores the phenomenon of the interplay between
narrative and poetic evidence attributed to Qays ibn al-Dharih
(Qays Lubna) and Qays ibn al-Mulawwah (Majnun Layla), by
tracing the views of classical critics and analyzing their
approaches to these poems. It aims to reveal the role that early
critical narratives played in shaping the image of these two poets,
and the extent to which transmitters and critics contributed to the
construction of their emotional and mythical portrayals within a
poetic framework governed by social, cultural, and religious
contexts.

The study focuses on the idea that many poetic excerpts cited in
books of criticism and biography cannot be separated from the
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stories that accompany them. This interrelation turns poetry into
a tool for narration, not merely an independent artistic
expression. Early critics were aware of this connection—some
doubted the authenticity of the attributed verses, while others
treated them as emotional documents reflecting the lovers’ states,
influenced by the broader discourse surrounding chaste love.
The research traces the opinions of major critics and narrators,
such as al-Asma‘i, Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani, and al-Jahiz,
shedding light on their criteria for accepting or rejecting poetry in
terms of chain of transmission (isnad), textual content (matn),
language, meaning, and its alignment with the accompanying
story. It also examines the impact of these poetic references in
reinforcing the idealized image of ‘udhri (chaste) love, and the
tendency of critics to infuse literary criticism with narrative
elements that foster a deeper identification between the text and
the reader.

The study concludes that poetic evidence was not merely
linguistic or artistic proof but carried a narrative weight reflecting
a deeper cultural and emotional perspective. Classical critics
played a dual role—both transmitters and interpreters—which
contributed to shaping a literary memory that transcended
historical reality.

Keywords: classical critical narrative, transmitters, biographical
evidence, chain of transmission (isnad), text matn
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