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The intellectual, criticism, power, in the thought of Edward Said
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Summary:

The concept of the cultured represents a main focus in Said's critical
thought, in addition to other concepts such as (criticism, power). This is not due to
the fact that he devoted a book in which he discussed the images of the intellectual
and his current reality, in a world in which the authorities, with their diversity
(political, media, religious, cultural institutions), are working to contain and limit his
freedom in favor of their policies, but rather because the intellectual has an
exceptional privacy in his thought. Said belongs to a philosophical current that
believes in the role of the intellectual and the necessity of his presence in public
affairs. Behind this belief are other reasons related to Saeed himself, reasons
connected to his biography and his human tendency. The most important results
that he aspires to achieve, in a world where the marginalized, the oppressed and the
unrepresented still need to be represented and defended against the hegemony of
the powerful, and those who possess power and wealth. This is what Saeed believed
in, and sought to achieve, through a biography of struggle in which he embodied
several images of the intellectual, which reveal the intellectual who praised and
praised his performance, compared to another intellectual who criticized his

performance and rejected it.
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