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Abstract
This research paper is concerned with determining whether the

grammarians are correct in their being agreed upon the statement that except
occurs as an attribute in the sense of other than. A number of scholars who side
with this opinion say that except doesn't serve the meaning of exception and it is
an attribute in a number of Quranic verses. Then, the paper is an attempt to answer
the following questions: Does except belong to the meaning of exception or does it
an attribute? And are we obligated to follow this statement in the Holy.

To answer these two questions, firstly, the scholars’ views are set out
regarding the rulings of other than and except. Then, their opinions are presented
on the occurrence of except as an attribute meaning other than.

Despite their divergent perspectives, this research paper has shown that
scholars agreed that both the semantic and grammatical considerations make it
neccissary to take except out of the realm of exception (istithna’) and interpreting it
as an attribute carrying the meaning of other than in the verse

“Had there been in them (the heavens and the earth) gods other than Allah,
they would both have been corrupted.” (Al-Anbiya’ 21:22).

As for the other verses, they permitted maintaining except in its apparent
function of exception, and this, from the researcher's perspective, is the preferable
approach; for one should not interpret except as meaning other than unless it is
necessary, and no such necessity exists in these other verses.
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