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Problems of providing the rounded city of Baghdad (City of Peace)

with water between historical narratives and archaeological facts

Assist Prof Dr. Muntaser Saleh Kazem Mutasem Malik Awwad
Faculty of Archeology Faculty of Arts
Samarra University Samarra University

keywords: Water- al-Khatib — city- River-Well- Mansour

Summary:

The studies that touched on the means of supplying the city with
water were accompanied by a lot of confusion and contradiction, and we
will work on clarifying them in this study.

Many specialists have been certain that water was transported to
the city of Mansour on the backs of animals, and thus it suffers from water
scarcity, despite being surrounded by water. The reason is what was
reported by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi from two contradictory accounts, as it
was clarified in the first, that water was transported on the backs of animals.
As for the second narration, it is mentioned that the reason for extending
canals and supplying Al-Mansur with water to the city was after his meeting
with the delegation of the King of Rome. In fact, the difference between the
two incidents is more than 10 years. It was Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi who gave
a picture of the city that it suffers from water scarcity despite being
surrounded by fresh water from all sides. From these two novels, and in our

opinion, this picture is incorrect or needs clarification, and this is what we
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will explain in this study. The problem is that Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi is
considered the first historian of the city of Baghdad because he specialized
in it. Therefore, he became the main source for everyone who wrote about
Baghdad, although he was late for the construction of the city of Al-Mansur,
as he lived in the fifth century AH, and he talks about the city of Al-Mansur,

which he built at the end of the first half of the second century AH.




