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Water security and its reflection on food security in Iraq

Abstract:

The life in Iraq, since time immemorial on the two great rivers Tigris and Euphrates and their
tributaries. But his geographical as the State of the mouth, put him in an awkward position
because it is negatively affected by procedures for the countries located upstream of rivers and
in particular the upstream countries [Turkey and Iran], and those procedures are established
and plans for the establishment of dams and associated irrigation work, agricultural and wide.
This has resulted in substantial damage to the situation in various walks of life in Iraq. And
this will increase the damage with each new project accomplish the neighboring countries on
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the two rivers. The country will suffer from the worsening water crisis and the threat of an
imminent threat to the status of agriculture and bring the country's food security.

The low level of water inside of Iraq, a significant impact on agricultural land; and productivity
that were not reached production, some of which less than fifty percent; where decreased
revenue water of the Tigris and Euphrates and their tributaries to about 10.07 billion cubic
meters for the Tigris As for the River Euphrates; reached water imports 8.72 billion cubic
meters, which accounted for 69 percent of the overall rate. As the need for Iraq beyond the
current 50 billion cubic meters. Note that the area of arable land in the country not more than
10 million acres, and low productivity. The total imports for each current water rivers flowing
into Iraq or the current to 43.92 billion cubic meters, but suffers a rise in salinity levels,
especially in the Euphrates basin, Note that the total storage capacity of 148.91 billion cubic
meters, but they do not store more than 77 billion cubic meters, and energy storage of water
in the marshes of $ 20 billion cubic meters have been affected significantly over the past four
years, by the withdrawal of large quantities of them because of the drought witnessed by the
country. The GAP project on the River Euphrates and the Elisa on the Tigris River, which will
reduce the amount of water entering the Tigris to Iraq from 20.93 billion cubic meters per year
to 9.7 billion cubic meters a year. It is noteworthy that Turkey continues in the construction
of the "Cape", aiming at the construction of 22 dams and 19 hydroelectric station on the Tigris
and Euphrates; to irrigate an area of more than 9 million acres in the region of Anatolia, which
would eliminate 40% of agricultural land in Iraq over the next 15 years, and its impact on food
security of the country.
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