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Abstract
The research aimed to determine the nature of the locus of control
(internal/external) among police officers in Erbil, and to uncover

differences in this regard according to the following variables: age,
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gender, educational level, and years of experience. The researchers
used a descriptive approach, as it is suitable for studying psychological
phenomena and analyzing differences. To achieve the research
objectives, the Salman (2021) locus of control scale was used. It
consists of (34) items distributed across two dimensions (internal and
external), with two answer alternatives, weighted (0, 1). Its psychometric
properties were verified for validity and reliability, and it was applied to a
research sample consisting of (300) officers selected randomly from
both genders. After statistically processing the data, the results indicated
that the majority of the sample individuals were internally controlled.
There was a statistically significant difference according to the gender
variable in favor of males in internal control. Statistically significant
differences also appeared in internal control attributed to the educational
level variable in favor of those with higher degrees. There were no
significant differences according to the variables of age and years of
experience. Based on these results, the researchers presented a set of
recommendations and proposals..
Keywords: Locus of control, Internal locus of control, External locus of
control, Police officers.
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