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Summary:

The study deals with the social conditions of the religious minorities of Jews
and Christians in the Sanjak of Jerusalem during the period of direct Ottoman rule
throughout the eighteenth century AD, including the French campaign at the end of
it, before the governor of Egypt, Muhammad Ali Pasha, in 1831 AD, took control of
the Sanjak and the Levant for the next decade. The study aims to explain the nature
of their social life under the rule of the Ottoman governors and their relationship in
detail, whether within each religion and between its sects, whether the relationship
between the Jewish and Christian minorities, then the relations between them and
the Muslim majority. We will also touch on what was caused by the French
campaign against the Levant led by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1799 AD. It affected the
conditions of these minorities and their social relations.

We have followed the historical approach in extrapolating the events and the
descriptive approach to analyze and treat them and reach scientific results that are
far from bias and courtesy. The study was divided into three axes: firstly, the

relationship between the religious minorities in the Sanjak of Jerusalem and the
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position of the Ottoman administration towards them. It includes the relationships
of the sects within the minority, then the relationship of the minorities with each
other. Secondly, the relationship between Muslims and religious minorities in
Sandjak, and thirdly, the impact of the French campaign on their social conditions
and on their relations with the Muslim majority. The study reached important and
accurate results, the mostimportant of which are:

Disputes were a feature of the relations between religious minorities and their sects
in Jerusalem during the Ottoman era, and the state’s position was unstable as a
result of the corruption of its officials and governors and the interference of foreign
countries.

Muslim relations with minorities were tolerant in terms of freedom of belief,
worship, protection of holy places, and work, but they began to deteriorate since the
end of the eighteenth century. Muslims treated Jews with greater tolerance because
most of them emigrated with them from Europe, while they considered Christians to
be sects loyal to enemies where European countries intervened. To protect them,
which exposed them to attacks from soldiers and common Muslims.

The French campaign worsened relations between Muslims and religious minorities,
and they were considered to be cooperating with the campaign because Napoleon
relied on them. The Jews were subjected to persecution despite their loyalty to the
Ottoman state, and the Christians of Jerusalem were also exposed to Muslim attacks
on monks and churches, especially Catholics and Franciscans, as it appears that
some priests were corresponding with the campaign. .

Introduction to research:

The research addresses the study of the network of social relations between the

various religious sects in the Sanjak of Jerusalem in the Ottoman era throughout the
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eighteenth century until the advent of Napoleon Bonaparte’s campaign against
Egypt and the Levant and its impact on these relations. It also addresses the position
of the Ottoman administration towards religious minorities, and the impact of the
French campaign on the conditions of minorities. And their relationship with each
other.

Importance: The importance of the study lies in the fact that it sheds light on the
social relations between the various components of Jerusalemite society, especially
the relationship between the religious minorities in the city of Jerusalem in the
Ottoman era, in addition to the fact that the study details the nature of the social
relations between the different sects in light of the contradiction in the narratives
between the sources of the religious minorities and their historians and Islamic
sources.

Objectives of the study: The study aims to give a clear idea of the social situation of
religious minorities in the Sanjak of the Covenant during the Ottoman era and the
injustices to which they were exposed, in addition to distinguishing between the
different relationships, whether within each religion or between the three religions.
It also aims to highlight the impact of the Crusade on social relations between
various religious minorities.

Study problem: The study focuses on the problems that religious minorities in the
region suffered during the Ottoman era, which were caused by governors, notables,
and soldier commanders, and which were manifested in daily life, work, dress, and
their role in the local community.

Methodology: The historical methodology was used to track the events and the

descriptive and analytical method in treating and refuting them.



