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Clothing in the Middle Babylonian Period in Light of Cuneiform
Documents (A Comparative Study)
Assist Prof. Dr. Maha Hassan Rashid
College of Education - Al-Mustansiriyah University
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Summary:

Since ancient times, ancient man realized his need for a garment to cover his
naked body and protect him from the changing climate fluctuations that he
experienced in ancient times. Tree leaves were the first material he used as clothing,
and over time he learned to use animal skins and wool. The types of clothing
reflected some intellectual and magical concepts, in addition to their harmony with
the climate and the nature of economic conditions during successive ages. The soil
of Mesopotamia was distinguished by its fertility and the diversity of its crops. Its
vital geographical location relative to the regions of the ancient Near East and the
invention of agriculture played a major role in the economic aspect, as they made ita
commercial and industrial center with a diverse economy, with human cadres
available that were able to harness nature, invest its resources, secure plant and
animal raw materials, and benefit from them in various industries, including the
textile industry. Cuneiform texts from the Middle Babylonian era referred to various
types of textiles and specialists in the weaving profession, both men and women,
such as the knotter, the weaver, and others. They also referred to the workshops and
houses in which they worked, whether they were affiliated with the religious
economic institution represented by In the temple or the official institution
belonging to the palace, the ancient Iraqi knew the tools for the textile industry, such
as the spindle, the loom, and others, and learned to extract colors in their various
spectra and gradations and to make the dyes with which he colored his clothes and

various pieces of fabric



