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Social life and urban manifestations during the rule of the Qutb al-Din

Aibak family in India from the year (602 - 689 AH / 1206 - 1296 AD)

Dr. Munajid Mahmoud Ahmed
Baghdad Al-Karkh Education Directorate/1
Ministry of Education
Keywords: social life. Urbanism. India
Summary:

The rule of the Islamic Mamluk dynasty in India began in the year
(602 AH / 1206 AD) when Qutb al-Din Aybak, commander of the armies of
Sultan Muhammad al-Ghuri, seized power for himself after the death of his
master, Sultan Muhammad al-Ghuri, and the demise of the Ghurid state due
to the conflict between the princes. The Mamluk Sultan Aybak made Delhi
the capital of his state and his family ruled for more than eighty years.
The importance of studying India in the era of the Qutb al-Din Aibak family
and his successors comes from the political, economic, military, social and
urban achievements they made in that era.

The subject of the research touched on the social and urban aspects
through what was preserved for us by sources and references related to the
era of the Islamic Sultanate, through which we learned the history of the
sultans and the princes of this family that ruled India for more than eighty
years. The rule of the sultans was characterized by the establishment of
justice and equality and the redress of grievances among the people. Their
capital, Delhi, also embraced the scholars. And historians from all over the
Islamic world, especially after the Mongols occupied the capital of science

and scholars, Baghdad, in the year 656 AH.
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These scholars had an effective role in spreading science and knowledge
and carrying out the tasks of building schools, mosques, and zawiyas, which
are considered a manifestation of the Islamic heritage, the remains of which
are still present to this day, including, for example, the Quwwat al-Islam
Mosque and its minaret, which is called the Qutb Minaret, which reached a
height of more than seventy meters.

The study included two sections, the first section: the social life in brief for
each sultan of the Qutb al-Din Abik family.

As for the second section: We dealt with the urban aspect of that time
period, which is considered a shining sign of creativity that Islamic
civilization  contributed to other civilizations due to the aesthetic
manifestations it carried in art and construction.

As for the sources and references that were relied upon in preparing this
research, we mention the journey of Ibn Battuta, Tabaqat Nasiri by Al-Jawzjani,
Nuzhat Al-Khawatir by Al-Hasani, The Concise Encyclopedia of Islamic History by
Abu Saeed Al-Masry, and The Paths of Vision in the Kingdoms of Al-Amsar by Al-

Omari.



