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The Effect of the Missing Word Train Strategy on Social Studies Achievement and
the Development of Conceptual Thinking among Fifth-Grade Primary School
Students
Asst. Lec. Hanin Thamer Mohammed Yas
University of Babylon/ College of Basic Education
haninthamer1994@gmail.com

Abstract

This study aims to identify the effect of the "Missing Word Train" strategy on
social studies achievement and the development of conceptual thinking among fifth-
grade primary school students.

To achieve the study's objective, the researcher proposed the following null
hypotheses:

1. There is no statistically significant difference at the 0.05 level between the
average scores of the experimental group students who studied social studies
using the "Missing Word Train" strategy and the average scores of the control
group students who studied the same subject using the traditional method on the
post-achievement test.

2. There is no statistically significant difference at the 0.05 level between the
average scores of the experimental group students who studied social studies
using the "Missing Word Train" strategy and the average scores of the control
group students who studied the same subject using the traditional method on the
pre- and post-test conceptual thinking scale.

The researcher relied on the experimental method, and chose the design with
partial control. The research community was determined as fifth-grade primary school
students in daytime primary schools in the center of Babil Governorate. The research
sample amounted to (65) female students, with (30) female students in the experimental
group and (35) female students in the control group from (Al-Ghofran Primary School
for Girls). The researcher rewarded the two research groups with the following
variables: chronological age calculated in months, parents’ academic achievement,
previous knowledge test, and conceptual thinking scale. The researcher constructed an
achievement test, relying on appropriate statistical methods for the research. After
applying the test to the two research samples, she constructed a scale for conceptual
thinking. The researcher analyzed the results using a two-independent sample causal
analysis. The results revealed that the experimental group, which studied using the
"Missing Word Train" strategy, outperformed the control group, which studied social
studies using the traditional method. The researcher reached the following conclusions:
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Conclusions

1. The use of the "Missing Word Train" strategy in teaching social studies provided
equal opportunities for all fifth-grade students, as it addresses the issue of
communicating information to all different groups, thus taking into account
individual differences among students.

2. The "Missing Word Train" strategy helped increase positive student
participation in various classroom situations. This warded off boredom and
tedium from the students and instilled enthusiasm, vitality, and a spirit of
cooperation within them. 3. Working in groups helped students understand their
notes and read them interactively, by presenting the material in a unique and
distinctive way.

Recommendations

1. Adopt the "Missing Word Train" strategy in teaching social studies as one of the
strategies that contribute to achieving the objectives of teaching social studies.

1. Encourage social studies teachers to familiarize themselves with modern
teaching methods and techniques, particularly modern teaching strategies, by
holding workshops, conferences, training courses, and educational seminars.

2. Work to prepare classrooms, science laboratories, school furniture, and modern
educational equipment and tools to help teachers teach according to modern
teaching strategies.

Suggestions:

1. Apply the "Missing Word Train" strategy to other dependent variables, such as
logical and analytical thinking.

1. Apply the "Missing Word Train" strategy to different subjects and at other
educational levels.

2. Conduct new research similar to the current research on males.

Keywords: missing word train strategy, achievement, conceptual thinking scale.
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