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Abstract

This study aims to examine the misconceptions propagated by Orientalists about
Mecca during the pre-Islamic era and to highlight the most significant moral values
that prevailed among its people — some of which Islam later upheld, abolished, or
amended — as they drew upon their ancestral traditions and customs, whether from
Yemen or Mecca itself.

In the first section, the study addresses Mecca’s geographical location and its
strategic role in its economy, alongside its religious significance and social structure,
by clarifying its main social classes and evaluating Orientalist perspectives on these
aspects. The second section focuses on the era of Jahiliyyah, its terminology, its various
phases, and the principal pacts forged by Meccans, not only for the transfer of
leadership but also for their moral implications, while reviewing the most renowned
Orientalist views on Mecca’s political institutions. The third section explores the moral
values for which Meccans were recognized, providing examples of noteworthy
individuals who exemplify these traits, and analyzing Orientalist interpretations of
these values. Furthermore, it assesses some Western perspectives on Meccans and their
character, which were used to undermine Islam by depicting its earliest community as
savage and unsuitable for spreading a divinely-revealed message for the guidance of
mankind.
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