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Abstract

Eagleton's two books discuss cultural issues, not purely literary ones. They
address issues related to ideology, memory, truth, virtue, death, evil, and others.

Terry Eagleton approaches literary theory in a holistic manner, adopting a
descriptive approach to the phenomenon, which blends historical and analytical
perspectives to grasp all its details. This helps students of literature and its theories
grasp many of its issues, starting with an introduction in which he poses the question:
What is literature? Is it fictional or realistic writing? He rejects the exclusion of history,
philosophy, and the natural sciences from literary classifications, which should be
limited to unfamiliar language. He addressed the topic of post-structuralism, which
allows for the deconstruction of discourses according to the critic's vision. He then
moved on to clarify the instinctual dimension of the human being from the roots of the
Oedipus complex, arriving at a relationship between psychoanalysis, literature, and the
author as well. He asserts that literary theory is a social ideology, as every literary
theory needs something to strengthen its position in literature. Eagleton concludes this
descriptive analysis with a conclusion entitled "Political Criticism," emphasizing that
the political situation is related to literary theory according to the nature of the
ideological thought of the individual and the politician. In his book, "After the Theory
of Literature,” he argues that the golden age of literary theory has faded after entering
a new phase. He also argues that the efforts of previous thinkers are no longer of value,
which requires a return to post-theory. He was amazed by the theory's transcendence
and its powerful insights, a quality that distinguished twentieth-century thinkers such
as Althusser, Foucault, and others. The theory is characterized by paternalism, which
makes generations connected to each other, and each generation has its own intellectual
apparatus, which is a teacher of itself, and is able to break the path at any moment. He
gives an example of (structuralism and feminism) in that. Eagleton did not specify our
position in the group of theories, meaning by that the comprehensiveness of cultural
theory, especially in the field of literature and politics, discussing the issue of
neglecting gender. The most important achievements of cultural theory are that it
establishes gender and sexuality as a political issue of value, and that its concept
expands with the expansion of ideas over time and does not rely on a specific aspect of
knowledge.
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