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Synesthesia in al-Jahiz’s Prose: A Study of the Aesthetics of Sensory
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Abstract
This study examined the phenomenon of synesthesia in the prose of al-Jahiz as a
rhetorical and artistic device that contributed to the construction of literary
imagery and the enhancement of its expressive power. It was based on an
analytical reading of selected passages from al-Jahiz’s major works—al-Bayan
wa al-Tabyin, al-Hayawan, and al-Bukhala’—with the aim of uncovering how
sensory images were formed through the blending of different perceptions: visual,
auditory, gustatory, olfactory, and tactile. The research sought to highlight the
aesthetic structure of these images by tracing the patterns of sensory transfer,
observing their internal harmony, and assessing their role in generating aesthetic
pleasure and enriching the reading experience. It also focused on the affective
functions of sensory imagery, particularly its capacity for persuasion and
argumentation, its ability to move the recipient emotionally and intellectually, and
its role in shaping taste and guiding social and intellectual attitudes. The study
adopted an integrative methodological approach that combined classical Arabic
rhetoric with conceptual metaphor theory and contemporary cognitive studies.
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The findings concluded that synesthesia in al-Jahiz’s prose was not merely an

ornamental stylistic technique for embellishment or entertainment; rather, it
functioned as an effective means of expressing his intellectual and social vision,
as well as a tool for strengthening argumentation and intensifying meaning. Thus,
the research contributed to a renewed reading of al-Jahiz’s prose from a
perspective that links the aesthetics of imagery to its discursive and affective
functions, thereby deepening the understanding of the literary heritage and
uncovering its dynamic artistic and intellectual dimensions.

Keywords: al-Jahiz, synesthesia, sensory imagery, Arabic rhetoric, affective
functions.
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