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Abstract

This study aims to examine the relationship between musical reception, auditory
perception, and aesthetic contemplation among listeners, through the structural
analysis of Arabic and Iraqi musical compositions. The research is based on the
Music Emotion and Perception Theory, which posits that the listener’s perception
of fundamental musical elements generates gradual emotional and aesthetic
responses, linking melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic structures to the aesthetic
experience. The study addresses the main research question: How does auditory
perception influence aesthetic contemplation when interacting with Arabic and
Iragi musical compositions? It also investigates sub-questions regarding the
impact of musical form, melody, rhythm, timbre, and harmony on musical
reception and aesthetic experience. The study employs a descriptive-analytical
method, using structural analysis of musical compositions as the primary tool.
The research sample consists of three compositions representing diverse musical
structures: Munir Bashir — "Journey to Andalusia”, Nasir Shamma — "Between the
Two Rivers", and Farid Al-Atrash — Oud Solo. The results indicate that auditory
perception of musical elements enables listeners to understand the internal
structure of the composition, leading to a comprehensive aesthetic experience.
Musical form enhances melodic coherence and anticipation, melody and rhythm
affect musical attention and focus, while timbre and harmony deepen the aesthetic
experience. The study concludes that the interaction between auditory perception
and diverse musical elements forms the foundation for achieving aesthetic
contemplation, highlighting the importance of structural analysis in studying
Arabic and Iraqi music and developing pedagogical and academic approaches to
its understanding.

Keywords: Musical Reception, Auditory Perception, Aesthetic Contemplation,
Structural Analysis of Music
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