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Social media and its relationship to intellectual extremism
Asst. Lec. Farah Hadi Abas
University of Babylon\ College of Art
art343.farah.hadi@uobabylon.edu.ia

Abstract:

The phenomenon of extremism has recently preoccupied public opinion, and has
generated much debate among scholars and thinkers. All types of extremism represent
a significant threat to the growth, stability, and development of international societies
and are among the problems they face. It continues to be the principal cause of social
instability and the rupturing of the social fabric. The problem of the current study is
represented by the function of social media in promoting intellectual extremism. The
study aims to identify intellectual extremism, as well as its causes and manifestations.
It also aims to understand the concept of social media and uncover the relationship
between social media and intellectual extremism. The study's most prominent findings
identified the concepts of intellectual extremism and social media. The study also
identified the main reasons underlying intellectual extremism, which are divided into
intellectual, political, religious, economic, social, and educational reasons. Based on
the responses of its sample regarding the reasons and motivations for using social
media, the study revealed that the most common reasons and motivations for using
social media are to increase their level of culture and knowledge, follow the news and
latest developments, communicate with people they know, such as relatives and
friends, fill their free time, entertain themselves, and explore the cultures and customs
of other peoples. The researcher attributes this result to the fact that social media
represents an integrated social and cultural system that allows its users to interact in
any field they prefer.

Keywords: media, communication, social, extremism, thought.
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