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  Abstract:- 
This study attempts to shed light on 

Ahmed Amin’s autobiography entitled “My 
life”. It is a study that aims at highlighting 
the obsessions that pushed its author to 
write it. One of those obsessions that the 
author himself explicitly announced is that 
this autobiography “could benefit a reader 
today, and it could service a writer 
tomorrow”. Indeed, the author adhered with 
the autobiographical pact in depicting the 
intellectual and cultural life of his 
generation using transparency, fidelity, and 
sincerity as tools to convey events of the 
real world, which made his autobiography 
be considered as a historical proof that 
shows him a historian more than a literary 
writer. 

In fact, although Ahmed Amin’s 
autobiography could be studied from 
different perspectives, this study aims to 
throw the light on cultural aspects simply 
because its author spent most of his life in 
the education domain, first as a student, a 
teacher, an author, an investigator, and, 
then, a critic. This professional career 
reflects an intense conflict between two 
different cultures that contribute to form his 
personality, namely traditional and 
modernity. This conflict is evident through 
his description of different Learning 
patterns that prevailed in his time, his 
contact with new cultures, and his learning 
of foreign languages abroad. All these 
factors assist him in building a personality 
that attempted to imitate the spirit of 
modernity and, at the same time, adhere to 
traditions and heritage. In so doing, he 
succeeded in creating a link that serves to 
build old sciences on modern ones resulting 
in the establishment of new sciences.  

Key words: Autobiographia , Ahmed 
Amin, Self-writing, Learning obsession 
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