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Abstract

Kim Dae Jung is regarded as one of the most influential political leaders in
South Korea’s modern history, as his presidency was marked by significant
developments both domestically and internationally. On the internal level, he
focused on achieving political stability, overcoming his rivals in the presidential
elections, and consolidating his authority. Externally, he became known for the
“Sunshine Policy,” which sought to improve relations with North Korea and to
open a new chapter after decades of hostility and division. This approach,
however, faced strong criticism from several political groups, particularly from
the United States. On a personal level, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
2000 for his continuous efforts to ease tensions between the two Koreas. He
was also described by many scholars as the “Mandela of Asia,” and he became
the first South Korean president to officially visit North Korea..
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