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The Role of Investigative Journalism in Combating Corruption in Iraq:
A Case Study of a Number of Investigations Published in Iraqi Media
Asst. Prof. Mohammed Jawad Kazim Abdul-Bajri

Dala Center for Policy Analysis and Consulting
Abstract

This research aims to understand and analyze the role played by investigative
journalism in combating corruption in Irag, through a case study of a group of
investigations published in Iragi media outlets in recent years. The study relied on
multiple methodologies, including qualitative analysis of the content of investigations,
the use of questionnaires directed at specialized journalists, and in-depth interviews
with experts in the fields of media and anti-corruption.

A sample of investigations published in Iragi digital and independent media
outlets, such as Daraj, Nas News, and Areej, was selected. The content was carefully
studied, focusing on information sources, documentation methods, presentation styles,
and the nature of the issues covered. The results revealed that these investigations are
characterized by a high level of professionalism, based on reliable sources and
documentary evidence, and address sensitive issues related to the waste of public funds,
administrative corruption, favoritism, and the interference of partisan interests within
government institutions.

Despite this advanced media performance, the study indicated that the impact of
these investigations on holding corrupt officials accountable or pushing official bodies
to take reform measures remains limited. This is due to the weakness of official
oversight and follow-up mechanisms. The opinions of participating journalists also
highlighted a number of major challenges facing investigative work, most notably
security threats, a lack of legal protection, and the difficulty of accessing official
information due to the ineffective implementation of the Access to Information Law.

The study concluded that investigative journalism in lrag constitutes a key tool
for community oversight, but it requires a protective legislative environment, strong
and independent media institutions, and increased civil society engagement with this
type of media. The study recommended a set of policies and measures to strengthen
this role, including the establishment of effective official oversight bodies, the
expansion of professional and academic training for journalists, and the development
of strategic partnerships between the media and civil society organizations.
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