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Abstract:

Nzinga Mpande is one of the greatest female figures in African history. In this research
paper, we intend to analyze Nzinga Mpande's political career during the period of
Portuguese expansion into Ankola during the seventeenth century, and their
establishment of the transatlantic slave trade. The beginnings of Portuguese penetration
into Ankola and their establishment of a colony in Ankola through subjugating local

chiefs and forming an army of Africans that served their interests are highlighted.
We also seek to shed light on the roles played by Nzinga, through her role as a political
leader in the face of Portuguese control, in addition to her diplomatic role in dealing
with the Portuguese and neighboring regional powers according to the nature of the
situation, and highlighting her role in combating the slave trade through her protection
of fugitive slaves and providing them safe havens, and obstructing the slave trade

markets.
Key words : Nzinga Mpande — Angola- Slave trade- Slave trade.
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