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Abandoned Qur’anic Vocabulary (Definition and Analytical Approaches)
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The Islamic university - Babylon campus
Abstract:

The Holy Qur’an is considered the primary source in shaping the linguistic
structure of Classical Arabic, reflecting a profound semantic network that spans across
time. One notable concept in this context is the "abandoned Qur’anic term," referring
to words that were common during the time of revelation but have since fallen out of
contemporary usage. This concept highlights the connection between Qur’anic
language and the diverse Arabic dialects that contributed to its formation—such as
those of Quraysh, Hudhayl, Tamim, and Asad—resulting in a complex linguistic
composition that modern readers may find challenging to comprehend without
historical reference.

The retreat of these terms from everyday use is not merely a lexical shift but a
reflection of the linguistic evolution and the transformation of semantic structures over
time. In this light, "abandoned terms" intersect with the concept of "Qur’anic
obscurities" (Gharib al-Qur’an); many of these words were not obscure when revealed
but became so due to cultural and linguistic changes. Thus, the study of these terms—
through classical dictionaries and exegetical texts—is vital not only for understanding
their meanings but also for reactivating their original significance. This inquiry goes
beyond linguistics, engaging in a broader interpretive effort to trace how language
navigates between permanence and transformation.
key words: Dialects, Dead words, Forsaken Extinct, Neglected, Vanished
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