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The Title

Modernity and Irreligion: Two
Sides of the Same Coin (Sayyid
Mahmud al-Qummi as a Model) —
A Doctrinal Study

Abstract

This study addresses the complex
relationship between modernity and
secularist tendencies in contemporary Arab
thought through the case of the Egyptian
thinker Sayed al-Qimni. The research seeks
to analyze his intellectual vision and to
determine the extent of its connection with
the project of modernity on the one hand,
and with secular inclinations on the other.
The analysis reveals that al-Qimni relies on
a critical rationalist method and frequently
employs historical tools in approaching
religious texts. However, this use often slips
into a materialist approach that deconstructs
the religious structure and weakens the
place of the sacred in societal
CONSCiOouSNess.

Al-Qimni failed to achieve the desired
balance between reason and religion, as his
theses ultimately led to the undermining of
religious authority in the name of rationality
and enlightenment.

The findings of the study highlight the
urgent need in contemporary Arab thought
to distinguish between scientific critique of
religion, as a means of renewing religious
discourse, and secularist discourse, which
leads to the denial of the sanctity of texts
and the emptying of their doctrinal content.
Moreover, the results call for clarity of
concepts and precision in the use of
terminology when addressing issues of
modernization and religious renewal, in
order to avoid confusion between genuine
reform and deconstruction
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