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The Title

The Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Religious Minorities in Kirkuk
Governorate : The Kaka'i as a Model

Abstract

This academic research examines the
intangible cultural heritage of the Kakai
(YYarsan) community as a model for
religious minorities in Kirkuk Governorate,
Irag. The Kakai represent an ancient
religious community possessing rich and
diverse cultural heritage deserving scientific
study and documentation.The research
explores unique religious beliefs, spiritual
practices, and social rituals that have
distinguished this community throughout
centuries. It focuses on documenting daily
customs and traditions, religious
celebrations, festivals, marriage and funeral
ceremonies, and specific community
practices. The study examines Kakai folk
arts including traditional music, folk dances,
handicrafts, and heritage costumes.The
research documents oral traditions
encompassing proverbs, folktales, legends,
and historical narratives transmitted across
generations. It analyzes contemporary
challenges threatening this heritage's
continuity, including forced migration,
demographic changes, political conflicts,
and cultural modernization pressures.The
study investigates the social structure, value
systems, and knowledge transmission
methods within the Kakai community. It
examines linguistic aspects, traditional
ecological knowledge, and relationships
with surrounding communities. The research
aims to emphasize the importance of
protecting and preserving this heritage as an
essential component of Iraqi cultural and
civilizational diversity. It provides
recommendations for sustainable
preservation and documentation
mechanisms, contributing to understanding
minority cultural rights, promoting
intercultural dialogue, and enhancing
cultural diversity appreciation in the region.
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