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Abstract

The agricultural sector is considered one of the key economic activities that plays an
important role in the development process. Irag, as one of the Arab countries, is rich in
economic resources, especially in agriculture. The country benefits from fertile lands, water
availability, and climatic diversity, as natural factors, in addition to the availability of labor,
finance, and expanding consumer markets, all of which contribute to the development of the
agricultural sector. Land is considered one of the most important factors influencing
agriculture. Therefore, the province of Babylon, as part of Iraq’s governorates, and
specifically the Al-Mahawil district, has witnessed a noticeable decline in agricultural
activity. Studies have shown that there is relative stability in natural resources such as land
and water, contrasted with a steady increase in the population. This decline can be attributed
to several factors, such as water scarcity due to insufficient rainfall, soil fertility loss,
fragmentation of agricultural land ownership, and conversion of land for other purposes, all
of which negatively affected the land's productivity. Consequently, these factors led to the

emergence of the problem of land fragmentation in the district.
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Therefore, this study focused on the Al-Mahawil district to highlight the phenomenon of land
fragmentation, as the district is characterized by fertile agricultural lands with considerable
areas, and it serves as the agricultural hinterland for both Babylon and Baghdad governorates.
The research is divided into three sections: the first section addresses the theoretical
framework of the study, the second section explores the concepts and terminology related to
the research, while the third section examines the spatial distribution of land holdings, their
impact on changes in grain production areas, and the causes behind these changes in the Al-
Mahawil district in 2022. The year 1990 was adopted as the baseline year, with 2022 used as
the comparative year to assess the extent of change.

Keywords: fragmentation, land tenure size, agricultural production.
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