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Abstract

The research begins with a central problem: the absence of feminist epistemology
in the Iraqi sociological field, and the dominance of the male-dominated cognitive
structure inherited from imported intellectual sources, including the American school,
which influenced the founders of sociology in Irag. Despite some critical references to
women's issues in the writings of pioneers of sociology, such as Dr. Ali Al-Wardi, this
field has remained unable to produce an independent feminist perspective capable of
dismantling authoritarian structures and representing women's experiences. The
research proposes a new framework to address this gap through the concept of
"sovereign knowledge," a term coined by the researcher and introduced for the first
time in this context. It is defined as a knowledge production process rooted in local
social and cultural reality, possessing critical independence, and refusing to submit to
the dictates of global epistemological power centers. Sovereign knowledge seeks to
empower society to determine its priorities and research paths, while engaging
marginalized groups, especially women, as active partners in formulating theory and
practice. Thus, it represents a critical counterpoint to the concept of "hybrid
knowledge," which lacks authenticity and local roots.

The research relies on a critical analytical approach based on examining the
intersections of sociology, feminist epistemology, and production mechanisms. The
research concludes that adopting sovereign knowledge is not merely a methodological
development, but rather a liberating epistemological project that restores lraqi
sociology's ability to produce authentic knowledge, rooted locally, and open to critical
dialogue with global experiences, ensuring a true representation of social reality.
Keywords: Epistemology, Women, Knowledge, Sovereignty, Sociology, Iraq,

Gender, Social.
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