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U.S. Secretary of State "William Rogers" and his diplomatic role in the Middle East
"The Arab Region as a Model" 1969-1972
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Abstract

The Arab-Israeli issue is the basis from which the American foreign policy
orientations were launched:« represented by the policy of its Secretary of State< William
Rogers. On this basis« it defined its goals and objectives in a way that serves its strategic
interests in the Middle East region« the “Arab region” as a model< which greatly
influenced its strategy and political orientations« to the point that reaching a military
confrontation became a possibility at the beginning of 1969« between the great powers
that control the global political and military arena« due to the importance of the “Arab-
Israeli” conflict and its influential role in the stability of the Middle East region« as it
Is part of the American-Soviet conflict at the global level. Up until 1970« Secretary of
State William Rogers obligated the new Arab governments« and Egyptian governments
in particular« to find comprehensive solutions to the remnants of the “Arab-Israeli”
conflict« in a way that guarantees the restoration of security and stability to the Arab
region in general and the security of “Israel” in particular. Thus« it was faced with two
options: either to incline to peace or to enter into a war against the Israeli entity« with
the United States of America as its greatest supporter. Under this premise« it launched
William Rogers proposed peaceful solutions« including the first peace initiative in
1970« with conditions that guaranteed the American side the preservation of the
"Israeli" presence and the security of the Arabian Gulf. However: things did not go as
William Rogers wanted due to the difference of opinions:« the ruling political variables:
and the deterioration of the global situation< which forced him to launch his second
initiative in 1971¢ which included threats to use force« whether political or military« if
the parties to the conflict did not adhere to the previous and new conditions. In the face
of these challenges« the Egyptian government adopted a new political approach that
cannot be considered an extension of the previous Egyptian political approach. It
directed its policy from a different political perspective« during which it viewed the
United States of America as the only one capable of resolving the "Arab-Israeli
conflict" and helping Egypt exit the war of attrition« especially after the failure of
Rogers' peace initiatives and the continuation of the war of attrition. Therefore« the
Egyptian government worked to attract the American administration towards the
"Arab-Israeli conflict" by proposing peaceful settlements and allowing William Rogers
to lead the political process in Egypt by following the directives and political
decisionsry.
keywords: Foreign diplomacy« political failure< energy security« Middle East¢c Arab-
Israeli conflict.
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