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The strategic importance of the Black Sea and the struggle for
influence among the major powers

Dr. Zahraa Abbas Hadi

College of Education for Human Sciences / University of Babylon
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Abstract

The strategic and geopolitical significance of the Black Sea derives from its
exceptional geographic position between the continents of Asia and Europe. It is
connected to key maritime passages, including the Sea of Azov via the Kerch Strait,
the Sea of Marmara via the Bosporus Strait, and the Aegean Sea via the Dardanelles
Strait. Accordingly, it functions as a critical junction linking East and West, as well as
North and South. The Black Sea constitutes a central corridor for vital trade and energy
routes—particularly oil and natural gas—serving as a conduit between the resource-
rich region of Central Asia and the global energy market. It represents a strategic space
where the geopolitical interests of major powers—namely Russia, the United States,
and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)—converge, rendering it a focal
point of rivalry and potential conflict. These powers are actively engaged in efforts to
expand their influence and assert control over the region in pursuit of their political,
military, and economic interests.
Keywords: Black Sea, Strategy, Conflict, Geopolitics, Major Powers.
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(1) Deniz Ekinci, " Geographical Characteristics Of The Black Sea",” In " Makogon Yuriy, Deniz
Ekinci, Ismail Mangaltepe (Eds), Black Sea Basin Studies, Donetsk National University
Publishing, Donetsk — Ukrain, 2011,P.4.

(2) Ibid, p.5.
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dals Jieh s cAualle Laadlfied dueal <l dahie 35aY) adl e Jas Abrall adsall 18 o
Gl jind) Fg nlsy chanagiall ol (g (Jacasl) Loy Ssa) Casing Ligyl o dass () dagnll Jaaasll
a8kl 3lge ) Joeaslly cdlsall slall 3 Lage Lyms 2k JS855 cale IS (allally 9681 (5aY) 3
ol Wllea) T Taal i (Lsg)y lael) 25a¥) il le Alladd) Joalld ¢ asondl Lass Yg) ldallg
U0 plaedd (o dliys H€T g )1 Slat¥) es chacs Osale 1VE Mlon Lilu dae alug 5y (Sl
L olad dlpa 5T Al cghm slle Y0 Ddleal) ahlan aan aly G sl el dihaie
) ol
kg Ladgl (lge o read Al daadlad) danil) g allad) 8 il (530ma pal LiliSoly L
Gob 435S e b g clgalliany (Sl (ol Asally 50 ASlggen Aaaal aly cliily Loyl s
CBasy daay Osale VoA dihalia als (63 Tadll (e 50 il e (ggiat dalie ol oY ddajd) sl
coe)ys Lag Jansgiall yaall G Z581A1 shaall Jseasll (pe eiSat dikaie 5¢d Ligyl dacally Leals daal 4l
A y5¥) Blsu) e dujlailly Aalai®Y) Lghasl ) dulen Shgrg coailly Sally dadill ya duaiill Lgales pua]

(1) European Commission, High Representative of The Union For Foreign Affairs And Security Policy,
"The European Union's Strategic Approach To The Black Sea Region, Brussels, 28.5.2025, P. 1.
Ol L) S5 L s ) (e ldane G0 (e il jobiall el s

yava




st otbaad| adal ¥ovo Jodil VY aaadl

b ool pslodl Guslund sl Gl G

ol 558 G B g 250 2l Ll ) Lt o Ral/ Pt ot A1 Ak (o i s Al Abe
anf 5 canfie 2y58 ol laghad s aay dald Lgale Liagjiall dupall Aljall il Casean 3 aguds

Ol 3lsu) 8 e Lyl daalai@Y) L) aal) il yadl
(Alaiaally ddedll) Lygh s qiging Jad) aal) oo ABUY il (¥ J<)

» { >
. L A, -

J — ”’ —

Planned ty: 8 Bem  TAP \

Source: Andras Deak, Daniel Bartha, andor Léderer,"A difficult detachment — Hungarian energy
policy with Russia after 2014", In book: Kremlin’s Energy Policy as a Channel of Influence, A
comparative assessment. Case studies from Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Romania and Hungary,
Expert Forum, 2019, p.78.
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Source: Brian Glyn Williams, " How the Ukrainians — With No Navy — Defeated Russia’s Black
Sea Fleet ", marinelink, July 23, 2024, Available at: https://g00.su/590Vzsx
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Source: Phelan Chatterjee, " Abkhazia: Russia to build naval base in Georgian separatist region,
says local leader "', BBC News, 5 October 2023 Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
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(2) Nicole Wolkov, Daniel Mealie, Kateryna Stepanenko, " Ukrainian Strikes Have Changed Russian
Naval Operations In The Black Sea ", Institute For The Study Of War, Dec 16, 2023, Avaiable At:
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Current update (Nov 2024): Russia-Ukraine war, 2024 at, https://goo.su/zwz0A91

(1) Angelica Evans et al, " RUSSIAN OFFENSIVE CAMPAIGN ASSESSMENT, JULY 27, 2025
", ISW, 2025, p. 2.
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Russia Matters, The Russia-Ukraine War Report Card, June 4, 2025 at: https: //qoo su/aeaQb
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