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Grammatical Obligation in Al-Kashshaf’s Interpretation by Al-Zamakhshari
(538 AH)

Dr. Uday Fadhil Abbas
College of Administration and Economics, University of Basrah

Abstract

Grammatical obligation is a foundational principle of Arabic grammar, established early by
scholars such as Al-Farahidi and Sibawayh. It gained particular prominence in the works of Al-
Zamakhshari, who extensively employed it to articulate his grammatical and interpretative views
in his renowned exegesis, Al-Kashshaf. This study examines Al-Zamakhshari’s application of
grammatical obligation, comparing his positions with those of earlier grammarians to determine
whether his rulings were original or derived from his predecessors.

The research aims to explore the concept of grammatical obligation as presented in Al-Kashshaf,
highlighting its significance in understanding how binding grammatical rules are applied in
Qur’anic interpretation. By analyzing selected linguistic contexts in which Al-Zamakhshari
deemed certain forms or structures obligatory—particularly within Qur’anic discourse that
requires precise linguistic and rhetorical usage—this study illuminates his methodological
approach to grammar within exegetical practice.

Keywords: grammatical obligation, Al-Zamakhshari, Al-Kashshaf exegesis
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