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The Assassination of the Abbasid Minister Abu Salama Al-Khallal: Motives
and Causes

Dr. Rasool Daffar Abdul-Ridha
Directorate of Education, Maysan

Abstract

Abu Salamah Al-Khallal was considered one of the prominent figures of the Abbasid state and
played a significant role in the success of the Abbasid revolution. Following the victory of the
Abbasid movement, he was appointed as the Minister of the Family of Muhammad, becoming
the first to hold this position in the Abbasid administration. However, his authority was limited,
likely because the ministerial office was newly established within the Abbasid state. While the
position had the potential for broad powers, ultimate authority and decision-making remained
with the Caliph. This study examines the motives and causes behind Abu Salamah Al-Khallal’s
assassination, considering both political and administrative factors within the early Abbasid
state.

Keywords: Abu Salamah Al-Khallal, Abbasid state, Abbasid revolution, ministerial authority,
assassination
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