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The Political Thought of Iraqi Parties (1932-1939 AD)
Lect. Dr. Hamid Silawi Lafta Al-Maliki

Department of Political and Strategic Studies , Basra and the Arabian Gulf Studies Center
,University of Basrah

Abstract

The 1930s marked a decisive stage in the evolution of political thought in Irag, shaped by both
domestic and international transformations that deeply influenced political discourse.
Domestically, the consolidation of the Hashemite monarchy under British oversight fueled
debates over the legitimacy of independence and the meaning of national sovereignty. This
situation prompted political and intellectual elites to seek new frameworks for articulating Iraqi
identity—balancing national aspirations and sovereignty with engagement in regional and
international alliances. Within this context, contrasting intellectual movements emerged. The
liberal movement advocated gradual reform and the establishment of modern institutions
inspired by Western models. In contrast, the nationalist movement—shaped by contemporary
Arab currents—emphasized Arab unity and resistance to foreign domination. Meanwhile, leftist
and socialist ideas began to penetrate Iraqi political life, influenced by global developments and
the spread of labor movements. The press, cultural clubs, and universities also played a pivotal
role in disseminating political debates and creating platforms for the exchange of ideas. Despite
the constraints imposed by colonial authority and political restrictions, the 1930s witnessed a
vibrant and diverse intellectual climate. This decade thus constituted a critical starting point for
the crystallization of political and ideological currents that would profoundly shape Iraq’s
trajectory in the following decades.
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