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The Effectiveness of the Task-Based Learning Strategy in Developing Critical
Thinking Skills Among High School Students in the Written Expression
Subject

Assistant Professor Dr. Raja Saadoun Zboun
College of Basic Education , University of Maysan

Abstract

This study aimed to evaluate the effectiveness of the task-based learning strategy in developing
critical thinking skills among middle school students in the written expression subject. This
educational stage often exhibits weak critical thinking abilities, particularly in analyzing and
organizing ideas and objectively evaluating information, which adversely affects the quality of
written expression.

The research employed a descriptive-analytical approach using a questionnaire administered to a
sample of 100 students from Al-Tahrir Preparatory School for Boys and Girls in Maysan
Governorate. The study focused on five main areas: enhancing idea analysis, developing
information evaluation and critical decision-making skills, constructing logical and coherent
arguments, increasing student independence and participation, and assessing student and teacher
satisfaction with the strategy.

Results indicated that the task-based learning strategy significantly improved students’ ability to
evaluate and apply information critically, construct logical arguments to support their opinions,
and increased their independence and engagement in class. Variations were observed in student
satisfaction regarding the practical application of the strategy. The study recommends training
teachers to implement the strategy effectively, particularly to support students needing additional
assistance, and fostering a learning environment that encourages continuous interaction and
critical thinking.

Keywords: task-based learning strategy, critical thinking, written expression, student skill
development
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