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Evaluating the Effect of Basra’s Representatives in the Iraqi Constituent Assembly
Regarding the Fundamental Law: A Comparative Study
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Department of History, College of Arts, University of Basra

Abstract

The Constituent Assembly was one of the earliest institutions established in the modern Iraqi
state, formed in the aftermath of World War 1. It was tasked with implementing strategic
measures that shaped the status and governance of the new state. Among its most prominent
responsibilities were ratifying the Iragi-British Treaty of 1922—a task the British administration
considered essential—and enacting the Fundamental Law, which is the focus of this study.

Evaluating the effectiveness of representatives in any legislative body requires specific criteria.
In this research, effectiveness is assessed based on the total number of representatives from each
district (Liwa), session attendance, absences, and participation in discussions, including instances
of repeated contributions, all measured relative to the total number of assembly members.

The study is organized into an introduction, three main sections, and a conclusion:
e Section One: The formation of the Constituent Assembly, its elections, and the conflicts
between British authorities and Iragi actors in convening the first assembly.
e Section Two: An evaluation of the effectiveness of Basra’s representatives in the Iraqi

Constituent Assembly.

Keywords: Constituent Assembly, Fundamental Law, Iragi State, Representative Contribution,
Legislative Authority
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