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The Workforce in Large Manufacturing Industries in Basra Governorate

Assistant Lecturer Wafaa Salman Hasan
Professor Dr. Fares Mahdi Muhammad
Department of Geography, College of Education for Humanities, University of Basrah

Abstract

This study analyzes the distribution of the workforce in large-scale manufacturing industries
in Basra Governorate by examining the number of workers in industrial establishments, their
proportions, and disparities among different industrial sectors.

The findings indicate that Basra Governorate comprises twelve industrial sectors, including
construction, food processing, mills, power plants, metallurgy, caravans, printing,
petrochemicals, wood manufacturing, painting, and textiles. The metal industry recorded the
highest employment, with 7,997 workers (28.49% of the total workforce), while the textile
industry employed the fewest, with only 31 workers (0.11%).

In total, the governorate has 129 industrial establishments employing 26,056 workers. The
construction sector accounted for the highest number of establishments (61 facilities, 47% of
all industrial establishments) but employed 4,998 workers (17.81% of the total workforce).

This distribution reveals notable disparities in workforce concentration across industrial
sectors, underscoring the need for further analysis of influencing factors and evaluation of

workforce allocation to align with the governorate’s industrial development objectives.

Keywords: workforce, spatial analysis, manufacturing industries, administrative units,
industrial sector
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