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The Role of the United States in the Balkan Crises 1991-1999

Assistant Professor Dr. Ahmed Abdul-Wahid Abdul-Nabi
Center for Strategic and International Studies, University of Baghdad

Abstract

This research examines the evolution of the American role in the Balkan crises during the
1990s, from the disintegration of Yugoslavia to the conclusion of the conflict in Kosovo.
The study analyzes shifts in U.S. foreign policy—from initial caution and reliance on
European allies under the George H. W. Bush administration to direct intervention during
the Bill Clinton administration. It traces key stages including hesitation, diplomatic
pressure, economic sanctions, the eventual use of air power, and the negotiation and
signing of peace agreements. Based on primary sources and official documents, the study
concludes that the Balkan crises represented a pivotal moment in redefining U.S.
intervention in the post—Cold War era, giving rise to the American doctrine of humanitarian
intervention and shaping subsequent U.S. foreign policy strategies.

Keywords: George H. W. Bush administration, Bill Clinton administration, Balkans, U.S.
foreign policy, humanitarian intervention
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