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Abstract:
Climate change represents one of the most prominent challenges facing

rural women working in agriculture in southern Iraq. Droughts, rising
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temperatures, and increased soil and water salinity have led to a decline in
agricultural production and lower income levels. This has directly impacted the
food security of rural families and increased the physical and economic
burdens on women, who play a pivotal role in agriculture and family care
Women's limited access to agricultural resources (Iand, water, finance, and
training) also weakens their ability to adapt to these changes. Many women
resort to traditional strategies such as reducing crop area or seeking
alternative sources of income, but these remain temporary solutions that do
not address the root causes of the problem.

The research therefore concludes that empowering rural women through
training and technical programs, providing financial support and water
infrastructure, and enhancing their participation in agricultural decision—making
is a prerequisite for enhancing their adaptability and building more resilient
rural communities in the face of climate challenges.
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Climate change, rural women, sustainable agriculture, drought, southern Iraq.
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