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Oda Nobunaga and the Reunification of Japan (1534-1582): A
Reading in the Dialectic of Military Transformations and the
Restructuring of the Political Order

Assistant lecturer. Ahmed Abdel-Hamza Kazim

Assistant lecturer. Zainab Kazem Mohsen

Abstract: During the Sengoku period, Japan experienced political
disintegration and internal strife between feudal powers. However, this period
also saw the emergence of a number of military leaders who contributed to the
restructuring of the military and political structure of the Japanese state. Oda
Nobunaga (1534-1582) is considered one of the most prominent of these
leaders. He was born into the Oda clan, which ruled the province of Owari, and
took over its leadership at an early age following the death of his father. He then
embarked on an ambitious project to expand his influence and power. Nobunaga
was distinguished by his military vision, which was reflected in the introduction
of modern firearms and the use of new combat formations, transcending the
traditional style of warfare based on samurai knights, which brought about a
qualitative shift in the nature of battles during this period. He also pursued a
calculated expansionist policy that resulted in a series of successful military
campaigns, and reinforced the effectiveness of this approach by building
strategic alliances with prominent military leaders such as Toyotomi Hideyoshi
and Tokugawa leyasu, which helped him consolidate his position within the
complex political and military landscape of Japan at that time. On the
administrative and economic front, Nobunaga embarked on reforms aimed at
centralizing power through land surveys and strict control of markets and
economic activity, with the aim of tightening control over resources and
ensuring the loyalty of feudal lords. This decisive approach was accompanied
by a notable openness to the arts and culture, revealing a modernising tendency
that sought to balance military power with social development. Despite his
sudden assassination in 1582 as a result of betrayal by one of his followers, his
experience marked a turning point in Japanese history, as his efforts paved the
way for his successors to complete the unification project. Therefore, analyzing
Nobunaga's experience provides an important analytical framework for
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understanding the political and military dynamics that paved the way for Japan's
transformation from a fragmented feudal state to a unified centralized entity.
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