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Abstract:

The Iraqi Turkmen are part of the Muslim Turkmen peo-
ple who now live in Turkmenistan and neighboring areas of
Central Asia and Syria. Like their Arab and Kurdish compa-
triots, the Turkmen are divided along religious or sectarian
lines. Some of those living in the areas of Tal Afar, Daquq, Tuz
Khurmatu, and Qara Tapa are Shiite, while the majority of
those living in Kirkuk, particularly in the areas of Altun Kupri
and Kifri, are Sunni. This sect practiced its rituals, customs,
and traditions within Iraqi society as a normal part of life until
the outbreak of World War I and its aftermath. This sect ex—
erted pressure on the British Mandate government, to which
Iraq was subjected under the partitions of San Remo and Ver-

sailles, which placed Iraq under British mandate.

Keywords: Turkmen, minorities, British Mandate.
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