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The phonological structure and its impact on the meaning of
[ words in Al-Mutanabbi's poetry T
"An applied phonological and semantic study"

Dr. Ali Abbas Sahib Nasser Al-Zamili
Ministry of Education / General Directorate of Education in
Babylon

Abstract:-

This research aims to study the phonological structure in the poetry of Al-
Mutanabbi and analyze its impact on generating poetic meaning, by linking the
phonetic level with the semantic level in selected texts from Al-Mutanabbi’s
poetry. The research is based on the hypothesis that the sounds in AI-Mutanabbi’s
poetry not only serve a rhythmic function but also act as an effective tool for
expressing psychological emotions, intensifying rhetorical imagery, and shaping
the overall semantic pattern of the text.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing tools from
modern phonetic studies and applying them to three selected models from Al-
Mutanabbi’s poems:

. “If you venture in pursuit of noble honor«”...
LY “Horses, night, and the desert all know me«”...
r “If you honor the noble, you possess him.”...

The analysis addresses various aspects of the phonological structure such as
repetition, phonetic harmony, and the characteristics of sounds (voicing,
voicelessness, plosiveness, softness), and their relationship to the psychological
and rhetorical meaning within the text.

The research concludes that Al-Mutanabbi skillfully employed phonological
structure in the service of meaning. He used it to express pride, challenge, heroism,
and generosity by harmonizing sounds with the psychological and semantic
context of the poem. The study also reveals an organic interplay between internal
rhythm and rhetorical imagery, reinforcing Al-Mutanabbi’s status as a poet deeply
aware of his phonetic and semantic tools.

Keywords: phonological structure, phonetic meaning, Al-Mutanabbi,

Lphonetic analysis, internal rhythm, linguistics, voicing and voicelessness, d
phonetic rhetoric
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