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Abstract

Iraqi women have endured some of the most brutal periods in the country’s recent
history—most notably, Yazidi women during the occupation of several Iraqi
cities by the terrorist organization ISIS. The tragedy began in August 2014 in the
district of Sinjar, a predominantly Yazidi area, where women were subjected to
unimaginable atrocities that shocked the conscience of humanity.

These acts of violence were rooted in an extremist ideology that deemed Yazidis
impure and unworthy of existence, leading to systematic ethnic cleansing by ISIS.
Women were murdered, raped, enslaved, and sold, while Yazidi properties—both
movable and immovable—were confiscated. All of this occurred amid an
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alarming international silence and disbelief that such crimes against humanity
could take place in the 21st century.

As a result, many Yazidis were forced to flee Iraq, and those who remained
continue to suffer harsh living conditions even more than a decade after the
atrocities. Many Yazidi women remain in captivity, or live with physical and
psychological trauma, displacement, or exile.

Despite the passage of Law No. 8 02021, which aims to protect Yazidi survivors,
governmental efforts have so far fallen short in providing adequate support and
empowerment for Yazidi women. The law has yet to be fully implemented in a
way that ensures real justice and rehabilitation.

Therefore, it is imperative to develop a comprehensive five- or ten-year national
plan to address the harm suffered by Yazidi women, children, and men. This plan
should include mechanisms for psychological support, social reintegration,
economic empowerment, and justice. Additional proposals to support this process
are also included in the broader scope of the research.
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